
 THANKSGIVING 

 

If we had to name any one thing which seems 

unaccountably to have fallen out of most 

men's practical religion altogether, it would be 

the duty of thanksgiving. It is not easy to exag-

gerate the common neglect of this duty. There 

is little enough of prayer; but there is still less 

thanksgiving. For every million of Paters and 

Aves, which rise up from the earth to avert 

evils or to ask graces, how many do you sup-

pose follow after in thanksgiving for the evils 

averted or the graces given! Alas ! it is not 

hard to find the reason of this. Our own inter-

ests drive us obviously to prayer; but it is love 

alone which leads to  thanksgiving. A man, 

who only wants to avoid hell, knows that he 

must pray; he has no such strong instinct im-

pelling him to thanksgiving. It is the old story. 

Never did prayer come more from the heart 

than the piteous cry of those ten lepers who 

beheld Jesus entering into a town. Their desire 

to be heard made them courteous and consid-

erate. They stood afar off, lest He should be 

angry if they with their foul disease came too 

near Him. Alas! they did not truly know that 

dear Lord, nor how He had lowered Himself to 

be counted as a leper for the sons of men. 

They lifted up their voice saying, " Jesus, Mas-

ter, have mercy on us." When the miracle was 

wrought, the nine went on in selfish joy to 

show themselves to the priest; but one, only 

one, and he an outcast Samaritan, when he 

saw that he was made clean, went back, with 

a loud voice glorifying God, and he fell on his 

face before our Saviour's feet, giving thanks. 

Even the Sacred Heart of Jesus was distressed, 

and as it were astonished, and He said, " Were 

not ten made clean? and where are the nine? 

There is no one found to return and give glory 

to God, but this stranger!" How many a time 

have we not caused the same sad surprise to 

the Sacred Heart! 

(From:  All for Jesus-Fr.F.W. Faber, D.D.) 

GRATITUDE 
 

Going with modern habits of mind to the pe-

rusal of the lives of the saints, it seems almost 

strange to find gratitude, what we might near-

ly call the old heathen virtue of gratitude, so 

prominent a characteristic of the saints. It is 

one of the marks peculiar to all the saints, but 

more especially to the founders of religious 

orders and congregations. They seem to exag-

gerate the little benefits they have received, 

and to make as much of them as if they never 

could pay them off. St. Philip Neri had a mar-

vellously long memory for the most trivial 

kindnesses. St. Ignatius appears sometimes 

quite absorbed in them, and passes on the 

obligations as heirlooms to future generations 

of his order. The treatment of patrons and 

founders in the middle ages, and the courte-

ous observances of the Church towards them 

even at solemn times and in sacred places, is a 

manifestation of the same instinct of sanctity, 

and is of course closely connected with the 

spirit of thanksgiving. This is not our way now. 

A change has come over us which betokens 

something wrong, whatever it may be. 

Perhaps we do less for each other than we 

used to. Earlier times and simpler forms of 

society may, like the beginning of colonies, 

have excelled in other virtues more than we. 

But this much is plain, that we take benefits 

far too much as matters of course, and that 

we lose with God in consequence. We are so 

beset with the notion of our own rights, the 

monomania of our times, that it actually dis-

turbs and perplexes our relations with God, 

and confuses our theology. We have so many 

rights defined and undefined, and in this coun-

try (England), as an unpopular minority, we 

fight so disproportionately for them, that we 

come to look on almost everything which 

happens to us as a right, or as an attack 

upon our rights. We see this in others, 
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SECOND COLLECTION  

This Sunday is the third 

Sunday of the month, and 

we will have the building 

collection after Holy Com-

munion. Fr. Rodriguez 
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I have Mass  

intentions until  

December 
10th, and  I 
have a list of 
Masses for me  
to celebrate 
during Bp. Mo-
relloôs visit; I 
placed it in the 
back of the 
Church.  

Thank you for 
your  

generosity.  

Fr. RodriguezΦ 

Pilgrimage to 

Fatima 

The deposit is 
due for the pil-
grimage by the 
20th of Novem-
ber. Make 
check payable 
to Christine di 
Cecco and mail 
it to 74 W. Lake 
Road Trumbull, 
CT 06611 Tel: 
203-378-2763     
Thank you.              
Fr. Rodriguez  

     

even if we are blind to it in ourselves. We 

complain again and again that the poor 

take alms,as if they were rights, not fa-

vours. Now if Catholic theology be true, 

alms are much nearer rights, especially to 

the very poor, than the favours we receive 

and count as due to us, and as if we were 

beholden to nothing for them but our own 

rank and worth. In these days we canonize 

self-help as the queen of virtues instead of 

charity, and this poisons the very foun-

tains of our moral philosophy, and distorts 

our notions of duty. 

Then, again, the different classes of socie-

ty are so coldly divided off one from an-

other, not so much blood from wealth, as 

wealth from mediocrity, and mediocrity 

from poverty, that it is as if civilization 

were resolving itself back again into an 

institution of castes, a state almost worse 

than promiscuous savagery. Furthermore, 

we do good to each other, either through 

central associations from which the indi-

vidual kindness is evaporated and lost or 

on so small a scale, that there is no scope 

for a vigorous growth of gratitude. 

However, from whatever cause, gratitude 

is not a modern virtue; and the absence of 

it is one of those modern vices against 

which we must be especially on our guard 

when we are trying to train our souls on 

the model of Catholic sanctity. To some it 

may appear strange that I should make so 

much of it and treat it as a separate flower 

of devotion to the Blessed Sacrament. But 

the lack of it is a grievous fault, and comes 

of a most unholy temper. If a man were 

shown me who had a long memory for 

little kindnesses, who never seemed out of 

debt in his affections, who exaggerated his 

obligations to others, kept anniversaries of 

them, and repaid them twenty times over, 

I should be more struck with the likelihood 

of his turning out a saint, than if I heard 

that he disciplined himself to blood daily, 

slept on the bare boards, enjoyed the 

prayer of quiet, had been scourged by 

devils, and had seen our Blessed Lady. 

Alas! we forget the ten lepers, and the 

nine that were ungrateful: or in these days 

of self-praise and self- importance, we are 

like Ezechias, when God had given him a 

sign, " he did not render again according 

to the benefits which he had received; for 

his heart was lifted up." 

But let us look more closely into the im-

portance of gratitude in the spiritual life. 

God's mercy is the great feature of the 

two kingdoms of nature and of grace. Now 

gratitude is man's answer to God's mercy; 

and just as charity to our neighbour is the 

best test of our real love of God, so grati-

tude to our neighbour for his kindness to 

us is a clearer proof of a grateful disposi-

tion, than gratitude to God, which is mixed 

up with so many other cogent considera-

tions. If we realize everything as coming 

from God, then these benefits are from 

Him; and they come from Him in the most 

beautiful and touching way, through the 

mediation of our brother's human heart 

inspired by grace. So that every kindness 

we receive is a little copy of the Incarna-

tion. a miniature of that attractive mys-

tery... 

Lastly, it is the proper and normal state of 

a holy creature to perfect himself under 

the continual feeling of obligations which 

he never can repay. This is the relation 

between the Creator and himself. Mean-

while, to all the evil and baser parts of our 

nature it is a real mortification to have the 

sense of obligation pressing upon us. It is 

the sign of a vulgar man that he cannot 

bear to be under an obligation. Thus in 

both ways the sense of obligation is a 

great part of sanctity. A grateful man can-

not be a bad man; and it were a sad thing 

indeed, if either in the practice or the es-

teem of this virtue the heathen should 

surpass the disciples of that grateful Mas-

ter who, to the end of time and in the 

busy pageant of the judgment, will re-

member and repay the cup of cold water 

given in His Name. 

(From: The Blessed Sacrament-Father F.W. 

Faber, D.D.) 
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Devotions: Requiem Mass—Monday evening at 7:00 P.M.  
followed by the  

Holy Rosary and St. JosephΩs Litany for the  
Poor Souls in Purgatory.   

November 20   9:30 am. Fr. Bachtiger  

November 27   5:00 pm. Fr. Rodriguez  

December  4   9:30 am.    Fr. Bachtiger   

December  11   5:00 pm.    Fr. Rodriguez  



 

Hail and blessed be, the hour and  

moment, in which the Son of God was 

born, of the most pure Virgin Mary, 

at midnight, in Bethlehem, in  

piercing cold. In that hour,  

vouchsafe, O my God! to hear my 

prayer and grant my  

desires  (mention your intentions here), 

through the merits of Our Savior  

Jesus Christ, and of His Blessed 

Mother. Amen.  
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VISIT US ON THE WEB 
For up-to-date information, such as last-minute changes to the Mass schedule, 

special prayer requests, and other breaking news, refer to our website at: 
ǿǿǿΦǊƻǎŀǊȅŎƘŀǇŜƭΦƴŜǘ 

NOTICE TO NEWCOMERS 

Founded in 1973 in the wake of the disastrous Second Vatican Council, the mission of 

Our Lady of the Rosary Chapel is to maintain and restore as far as possible the tradi-

tional faith, values and liturgical practice of the Roman Catholic Church, and to provide 

a haven of sanctity where men and women of good will may grow in love for God and 

their neighbor.  

Please donΩt hesitate to introduce yourself and ask questions.  After Mass come to the 
Social Hall, and join us for coffee and  refreshments. 
 
We hope your visit with us is a pleasant one, and we look forward to seeing you again 
and welcoming you as a member of Our Lady of the Rosary. 

 
We welcome Spanish-speaking guests, and confessions are heard in Spanish and English every Sunday and by appointment with the pastor. 

OUR LADY OF THE ROSARY CHAPEL 

The Ceremony of Confirmation will take place on November 27th, at 9:40 
before 10:00 am. Mass. Men and boys must come with male sponsor, la-

dies and girls you must come with female sponsor.     Fr. Rodriguez. 

THANK YOU  

to Our Wonderful 

Choir, Who Work So 

Hard and Contribute 

to the Solemnity of 

the Holy Sacrifice of 

the Mass each week 

at our Chapel! 


